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SUBJECT DEVELOPMENT COST CHARGE (DCC) BYLAW 3340 UPDATE 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To provide an update to the Saanich Peninsula Water Commission (SPWC) on the public information efforts for 
DCC Bylaw 3340. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
DCC Bylaw 3340 was created and received third reading by the CRD Board in July 2006.  This followed a 
recommendation from the SPWC to revise the DCC rates based upon 2005-06 forecasts for population growth, 
development types, and water system needs and using the minimum municipal assist factor of 1% allowed by 
the Local Government Act. 
 
The Inspector of Municipalities of the BC Ministry of Community Services rejected the proposed bylaw in August 
2006 because the revised DCC rates imposed significant increases to existing rates, and there had been no 
formal communications program to provide this information to the stakeholders involved. 
 
Stakeholder Communication Plan 
 
In November 2006, staff reported on a planned public information package (Attachment 1) that was created to 
provide basic information on the need for the DCC rate increase and to put the rate increase in perspective by 
comparing DCC rates to other cost indices.  This shows graphically that, for single-family residences (the 
predominant development form) there have been, effectively, no increases to the DCC rates since 1992.  Over 
this period, the costs of living and for construction have increased significantly so that the proposed rate 
increases are essentially catching up to other typical costs. 
 
The following steps were taken to provide a wide circulation of the information package: 
 
• Advertised in the Peninsula News Review on December 20, 2006 and December 22, 2006 (Attachment 2). 
• Posted on the CRD website. 
• Forty copies distributed to each of the municipal halls of Central Saanich, North Saanich, and Sidney.  
• Copies direct-mailed to twenty-three developers or companies that have done large or multiple 

developments on the peninsula over the past few years.  A list of names, as provided by the planning 
departments of the three municipalities, is attached (Attachment 3). 

 
The information package encouraged any interested parties to contact Mike Brady, Manager, Engineering, CRD 
Water Services, to provide comments up to January 31, 2007.   
 
Results 
 
No comments, submissions, or replies to the advertisements, web-page information, or information packages, 
both direct-mailed and available at municipal halls were received to date.  Since there have been no comments 
following the public information efforts, it appears that stakeholders are willing to accept the proposed revised 
DCC rates. 
 
BC Community Services staff have been contacted to inform them of the results of the stakeholder information 
effort and to enquire what steps need to be taken next.  We have prepared a letter summarizing the work 
undertaken and some additional information the Community Services staff requested.  Based upon their 
comments, we expect that approval of Bylaw 3340 will be granted. 
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ALTERNATIVES 
 
None applicable. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
DCCs continue to be collected at current rates until the revised rates are adopted after Bylaw 3340 is approved 
by the Inspector of Municipalities and passed through final reading by the CRD Board. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That the Saanich Peninsula Water Commission receive the staff report for information. 
 
 
 
 
  
M. Brady, P.Eng. 
Manager, Engineering 
 
 
 
    
  J. A. (Jack) Hull, MBA, P. Eng.  
  General Manager, Water Services 
 
 
  
P. Malone, P. Eng. 
Senior Manager, Engineering and Planning 
 
 


